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Born   August 14, 1937, Norman, Oklahoma 
 
 
Education 
 
 1943-51 Public Schools, Norman, Oklahoma  
 
 1951-55 Thomas Jefferson School, St. Louis, Missouri 
 
 1955-59  Harvard College, A.B., summa cum laude, History; thesis, “Oklahoma’s 

Green Corn Rebellion: The Importance of Fools,” 1959 
 
 1959-61  Rhodes Scholar, University of Oxford, reading for B. Phil. in Politics 

(failed); thesis, “Political Activity in the Nazi Concentration Camps, 1933-
1945,” 1961 

 
 1961-65  Harvard University, Ph.D., Latin American History; dissertation, 

“Emiliano Zapata and the Revolution in Morelos, 1910-1920,” 1965 
 
 
Employment 
 
 1951-57 Common laborer, mainly construction, summers, Norman, Oklahoma 
 
 1958  Driver, summer, The Railway Express Company, Norman, Oklahoma 
 
 1959  Reporter, summer, The Louisville Times, Louisville, Kentucky 
 
 1965-68 Instructor in History, Harvard University 
 
 1968-70 Assistant Professor of History, Harvard University 
 
 1970-82 Professor of History, Harvard University 
 
 1982-85 Chairman of the Department of History, Harvard University 
 
 1982-2009 Robert Woods Bliss Professor of Latin American History and 
     Economics, Harvard University 
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 1992-93 Acting Chairman of the Department of History, Harvard    
   University 
 
 
Publications 
 
 "Unfreedom in Mexico," The New Republic, October 12, 1968, pp. 27-31. 
 
 Zapata and the Mexican Revolution (New York: Knopf, 1969); translated and published 

also in Mexico, Cuba, France, Italy, the German Federal Republic, Turkey, and Japan. 
 
 "The Mexican Revolution, 1910-40:  Genesis of a Modern State," in Frederick B. Pike, 

ed., Latin American History:  Select Problems (New York: Harcourt, Brace and World, 
1969), pp. 293-338. 

 
 "Recent Studies of Camilo Torres," The New York Review of Books, October 23, 1969, 

pp. 13-16; translated and published also in Colombia, “El cura de la revolución,” Análisis 
político (Bogotá), No. 43 (May-August 2001), 113-120. 

 
 "The Spoils of the Mexican Revolution," Foreign Affairs, July, 1970, pp. 677-687. 
 

"Mexican Political Historiography, 1959-1969," in Investigaciones contemporáneas sobre 
historia de Mexico, Proceedings of the Third Congress of Mexican and American 
Historians of Mexico (Mexico City and Austin: El Colegio de México, Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de México, and University of Texas, 1971, pp. 478-492. 

 
 "'El Che' Guevara," The New York Review of Books, January 28, 1971, pp. 3-8. 
 
 "The Bolivian Guerrilla," The New York Review of Books, February 11, 1971,  
 pp. 8-12. 
 
 "The Chicanos," The New York Review of Books, August 31, 1972, pp. 12-18; reprinted 

in Herbert G. Gutman and Gregory S. Kealey, eds., Many Pasts:  Readings in American 
Social History, 1600-The Present, 2 vols. (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall, 1973), pp. 
443-465. 

 
 "An American in Cuba," The New York Review of Books, August 4, 1977,  
 pp. 25-29. 
 
 "The Mexican Economy during the Revolution, 1910-1920:  Historiography and 

Analysis, Marxist Perspectives, I, 4 (Winter, 1978), pp. 80-123, translated and published 
also in Mexican and French historical journals. 
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 "The Historiography of Mexican Labor," in Labor and Laborers through Mexican History, 
Proceedings of the Fifth Congress of Mexican and American Historians of Mexico 
(Mexico City and Tucson: El Colegio de México and University of Arizona, 1979), pp. 
739-756. 

 
 "An American Marxist Visits Cuba," The New Republic, May 31, 1980, pp. 19-23.  
 
 "The Mexican Revolution, 1910-1920," in The Cambridge Modern History of Latin 

America, 11 vols.  (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1984-86), V, pp. 79-153, 
translated and published also in Spain. 

 
 “John Horace Parry,” Harvard University Gazette, LXXX, 18 (January 18, 1985). 
 

"Luchas sindicales y liberalismo social, 1867-1993," in Miguel Angel Sánchez de Armas, 
ed., Libertad y justicia en las sociedades modernas (Mexico City: Instituto Nacional de 
Solidaridad, 1994), 331-355; reprinted in Marcello Carmagnani, Alicia Hernández 
Chávez, and Ruggiero Romano, eds., Para una historia de América, 3 vols. (Mexico City: 
El Colegio de México, Fondo de Cultura Económica, 1999), II, 417-460. 

 
 "Muchos Veracruzes," Vuelta (Mexico City), July, 1994, pp. 27-35. 
 
 “The Strange Case of Pablo Chapa,” The New York Review of Books, July 13, 1995,  
 p. 11. 
 
 “México: un diagnóstico,” Nexos (Mexico City), February, 1996, pp. 41-47. 
 
 “Préface a la nouvelle édition: De Zapata à Marcos: d’un zapatisme à l’autre,” in 
 Emiliano Zapata (Paris: La Découverte, 1997), pp. i-x. 
 
 “El Plan de Ayala,” Nexos, March, 1997, pp. 39-41. 
 
 “Reforma, Jefes y Policías,”  Reforma/Enfoque (Mexico City), March 2, 1997, pp. 3-7. 
 
 “La revuelta zapatista,” Nexos, September, 1997, pp. 39-47. 
 
 “Mexican Labor History: Questions, Lessons, Uses,” Latin American Labor News, 
 December, 1997, pp.7-9. 
 
 “A Bishop’s Conversion,” DoubleTake, December, 1997, pp. 26-36. 

 
Chiapas, el obispo de San Cristóbal y la revuelta zapatista (Cal y Arena: Mexico City, 
1998). 

  
 Rebellion in Chiapas: An Historical Reader (The New Press: New York, 1999). 
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 “Villa y Katz: historias paralelas,” Letras Libres (Mexico City), March, 1999, pp. 82-85. 
   

“Work at Moctezuma,” in Elizabeth Fox-Genovese and Elisabeth Lasch-Quinn, eds., 
Reconstructing History: The Emergence of a New Historical Society (Routledge: New 
York, 1999). 
 
“H. Leroy Vail,” Harvard University Gazette, June 15, 2000. 
 
“Los estudios del zapatismo: lo que se ha hecho y lo que hay que hacer,” in Laura Espejel 
López, ed., Estudios sobre el zapatismo (Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia: 
Mexico City, 2000), 23-30. 
 
“Remarks, March 23, 2001,” Richard Lee Harwood, 1925-2001 (Washington: United 
States Department of the Navy, 2002). 
  
“Pancho Villa: A Revolutionary Life,” The Journal of the Historical Society, II, 1 
(Winter, 2002), pp. 21-42. 
 
“Michael Francis Jiménez, 1948-2001” (posted March 22, 2002), 
www.geocities.com/michael_f_jimenez/womack.htm 
 
“Los pasos difíciles,” Reforma/Enfoque, May 12, 2002, pp. 6-9. 
 
“Tecnología, trabajo y posiciones estratégicas en la industria petrolera de México, 1908-
1910,” Boletín del Archivo Histórico de Petróleos Mexicanos, 6 (April 2005), 49-86. 
 
“Doing Labor History: Feelings, Work, Material Power,” The Journal of the Historical 
Society, V, 3 (Fall 2005), 255-296. 
 
 “La matanza de Río Blanco y el futuro de la clase obrera,” Milenio, January 8, 2007, 4-8. 
 
Posición estratégica y fuerza obrera: Hacia una nueva historia de los movimientos obreros 
(Mexico City: Fondo de Cultura Económica, 2008). 
 
“On Labor History, Material Relations, Labor Movements, and Strategic Positions: A 
Reply to French and James (as Nice and Civil as I can Make It),” Labor: Studies in 
Working-Class History of the Americas, V, 2 (Summer 2008), 117-123. 
 
“Sustainable Prosperity in the New Economy? Business Organization and High-Tech 
Employment in the United States, by William Lazonick: A Review,” The Journal of the 
Historical Society, X, 2 (June 2010), 189-201. 
 
(with Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz), “Dreams of Revolution: Oklahoma, 1917,” Monthly 
Review, November 2010, 42-56. 
 

http://www.geocities.com/michael_f_jimenez/womack.htm
http://www.geocities.com/michael_f_jimenez/womack.htm
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“Veracruz-El Molino: Los primeros ferrocarrileros, 1842-1850,” Legajos: Boletín del 
Archivo General de la Nación, 7th ser., II, 6 (October 2010), 13-33.  
 
“Carta a Friedrich Katz,” in Javier Garciadiego and Emilio Kourí, eds., Revolución y 
exilio en la historia de México: Del amor de un historiador a su patria adoptiva, 
Homenaje a Friedrich Katz (Mexico City: Editorial Era and Colegio de México, 2010), 
21-27. 
 
“En torno a Katz y a su Pancho Villa,” in Javier Garciadiego and Emilio Kourí, eds., 
Revolución y exilio en la historia de México: Del amor de un historiador a su patria 
adoptiva, Homenaje a Friedrich Katz (Mexico City: Editorial Era and Colegio de 
México, 2010), 71-88. 
 
El trabajo en la Cervecería Moctezuma, 1908 (Mexico City: El Colegio de México, 
2011). 
 
“A Very Short History of Maravatío,” in Walter L. Coleman, Barack’s Betrayal and the 
Movement’s Resurrection: The Story of Familias Latinas Unidas (Chicago: familias-
unidas-us@googlegroups.com, 2012), 408-430. 
 
“Trampling Out the Sanctimony,” Monthly Review, September 2012.  
 
“On The Revolution of the South, 1911-1920, Histories to Study: What We Still Do Not 
Know of Them, What It Would Be Worth Knowing,” tr. “Prólogo: Historias por estudiar 
sobre la Revolución del Sur (1911-1920): Lo que aún no sabemos, lo que valdría la pena 
saber,” in Zapata y la Revolución Mexicana, 2nd ed. (Mexico City: Fondo de Cultura 
Económica, 2017) 
 
“The Foundry Interviews,” November 2018. 
 
“Review Essay: The New Left, Still Green in Old Age,” https://mltoday.com,  June 13, 
2019 
 
 

Manuscripts in progress 
 
 “The Working Class Union, the Green Corn Rebellion: Revolutionary Oklahoma, 1917” 
 
 “Political Activity in German Concentration Camps, 1933-1939” 
 
 “Work at Moctezuma, 1908” 
  
 “Work at La Prueba, 1900-1910” 
 
 “Work on the Mexican Railway, 1864-1910” 

mailto:familias-unidas-us@googlegroups.com
mailto:familias-unidas-us@googlegroups.com
mailto:familias-unidas-us@googlegroups.com
mailto:familias-unidas-us@googlegroups.com
https://mltoday.com/
https://mltoday.com/
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 “Work in Veracruz Mills, 1900-1910” 
 
 “Work at the Port of Veracruz, 1910” 
 
 “Work at Electric Light and Power, Veracruz, 1910” 
 
 “Work at San Cristóbal, 1910” 
  
 “Work in the Oil Industry, Veracruz, 1910” 
 
 “Strategic Position at Work: Labor’s Power over Production, 1839-20??” 

 
“On The Revolution of the South, 1911-1920, Histories to Study: What We Still Do Not 
Know of Them, What It Would Be Worth Knowing” 
 
“The General Strike in Mexico City, July-August 1916” 
 
“Industrial Workers and Their Power in Veracruz, 1836-1948” 
 
“Mexican Revolutions--and the Missing Revolution, 1820-1920” 
 
“A History of Latin Americas, 1491-20??”  
 
 
 

Honors 
 
 1970 The Herbert Eugene Bolton Memorial Prize, awarded by the Conference on Latin 
  American History; the Premio Sahagún, awarded by the Instituto Nacional de  
  Antropología e Historia in Mexico; and finalist, National Book Award, for Zapata  
  and the Mexican Revolution. 
 
 1979 Honorable Mention, by the Conference on Latin American History, for “The 
  Mexican Economy during the Revolution, 1910-1920:  Historiography and  
  Analysis." 
 

1989 Honorary Member, Sociedad Mexicana de Geografía e Historia 


